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Immigration

Gherson & Co is a leading firm of immigration
solicitors based in Marble Arch, dealing with all
UK immigration matters, from applications for
investor visas to human rights cases.

We do not presume that all our gay and lesbian clients have the same needs
and concerns. We look at each case with the individual attention it deserves.
Whatever your situation, Gherson & Co will ensure that your application
stands the best possible chance of success. Even if you have already been
refused, our solicitors and in-house barristers will give you the best advice and
representation on review or appeal.

We offer a premium service. We do not cut corners and we ensure that
every detail is checked and checked again by committed professionals. We
keep you informed every step of the way.

WE CAN HELP YOU WITH:

Civil Partnership Applications

Unmarried Partner Applications

Applications under EU law (including durable relationships)
Work Permits

HSMP (Highly Skilled Migrants Programme)

Appeals

Indefinite Leave to Remain

Citizenship

Human Rights

Student visa

Visitors visa

Investor / Business Visas

Any other UK immigration matter, including discretionary applications

L L L L L ] L L] L] L] L] L] L] L

For an initial free consultation, please call 020 7724 4488 or log on

to www.gherson.com for further information.

-
GHERSON & COMPANY

UK IMMIGRATION AND
NATIONALITY SOLICITORS




WHAT'S LOVE GO 19 BY wimh iT?

Valentines Day is always shrouded in media frenzy, peppered with sentimental cards, romantic G E'[' VD Eﬂ”—
city breaks and universal preclamations of love on a global level, Is this juncture simply another
maney- making initiative, or a romantic occasien for us all to share? Jo Webber investigates.

Valentines Day places the nation, irrespective of sexuality, into two very distinctive
demographics: the smug marrieds and [ sometimes bitter ] singletons. Does February 14
necessarily have to be depressing, even you aren't off for dirty weekend with your future wife?

“Ithink that up OnEifEw e
idea that gaiys d w
1at has traditionally b

S, ' call the ex. |t may be tempting, because =0 al event just hasn't been o .
\ ] seeing all those cards may get you in a soppy
W, mood, but don't give In. If you broke up, thers of civil partnerships, traditional companies
: i
was a good reason for [t} are finally catching on to the value of the

pink pound,”

Here is g3's foolproof guide to surviving a vitriolic Valentine's while maintaining your single
status:

rent a romantic movie. g3 recommends D.E.B.5 for & happily ever after
5 ] ending! Watching an amorous film will uplift you and make you think
e that love (s possible again in your life.

Kate Sebastian, 27, PR:

- ' send yourself flowers at work. Yes, everyone

r"., else Is getting them. But if you do 1, you'll have i

N = to concoct an alaborate lie to identlfy your |'-m. r:'!ﬂ'
# mysterious [or not so mysterious | admirer it

being clichéd or corny. Mak
Day unigue with le ckly sw
nd more afigimality!
do it an thed¥instead.”

—— get your single buddies on the phone pronto. Commiserating with your

] friends or even arranging a "singles’ night out is perfectly acceptable,
perhaps Interspersed with a healthy trash-talk of ex’s, and can
provide excellent respite.

= T B Maria House,

“I'think t mething tetally adora

about wo boys or two girl
alentine's Day, though, alw

L EE T forced...and in London it

tnbe code for re

decenibiood in prefere

menus. And I'm not sure the cuteness of

the farmeroutweighs my animosity to the

latter!

of paint her a picture. You could even knit her a cap or sew her some
more appreciated than a handmade gift!

RubHer

Treat her to a massage. Wha doesn't love an allsover, decadent grotic body rub? Get some

sweet smelling oils, take your time and make her your queen for the day.
¥
&

Extreme Her '
Prove you'll do anything for your Valentine and take the plunge togethes in a thrillin

bungee jump. Celebrate Gour achievement with a glass or two of champagne, and toast a
memar able Valentine's Day 2007

Www mgwlondon.couk/experiences details 276 himl
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hotel

for reservations or more information cal

e eventsiil

theroyalhotel, 10 st mary street, cardiff,

nichehotels

Backz2Back Photography

For all your photographic needs,
specialising in Civil Partnerships &
On Location Photography

A - D
phiotograPheT® J »

Two Continents

TwWOo

BackzBack Photography
provides their customers with
complete professional services.

owned by Caroline & Laurie Hart
Members of the London Photographic Association

For more info visit
The Best Of Both Worlds!
www.back2backphotography.net




MAKE YOUR PARTY, CEREMONY
OR WEDDING REALLY SPECIAL

-
SOUL. ROCK, DISCO, JAZZ

or BALLROOM

MADE YOUR WILL YET?

D't Keep putiing it off, Making o Will me gl QoS
o heose voul care most iiboud wnd mof those thal the law has chosen. And
i ol lave young chaldren, vou qin choose their guardhian rather than
leéaveng the coirts o el

Wi can tuke vour Will instructions by ielephone wp o 9 3 0pm Mon-Fri
Cdy £66 for a single Will or £99 for o couple. 90,000 satisfied clients

Visit willdrfiers.com

CALL NOW D800 269 297 (24 HRS) QUOTE (3
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pink ‘*

weddings

With all our thanks and gratitude

to g3 readers who have voted

Pink Weddings, Best Wedding
Planner of the Year 2006.

The UK's first dedicated gay
wedding planners

Taking the stress away,
starting with our pricing
Visit www.pinkweddings.biz/simple
or call 07005 964 293

Let your day be our passion

ideas | planning tthemes | venues | advice
ceremonies’| celebrations | getaways




Valentine’s Day is a traditional date to
pop the question; she says yes, you
get married and live happily ever after.
But spare a thought for those whose
dreams of loving each other forever
don’t work out, says Laura McCaffrey of
www.gay-friendly-wedding-venues.com

I's no surprise to anyone that sometimes rela-
tionships don’t last. Gay or straight, the romance
of Valentine’s night does not always stand the test
of time. And now that same sex couples can have
civil partnerships, they can also have ‘divorces’ or
dissolutions.

Civil partnerships give gay couples the same rights
as married straight couples, as well as the same re-
sponsibilities. If the civil partnership is dissolved,
then both parties have to agree — privately or if not
in court — fair arrangements for property division,
residence arrangements and appropriate contact
with children. A civil partnership has to have been
in existence for a year before either party can ap-
ply for a dissolution. The law only came into force
in December 2005, so the first dissolutions are
only just coming through. “We have had three or
four so far. Interestingly, they are all women, but
itis very early days,” says Jacqueline D’Hazzard of
Engleharts Solicitors.

Not that this has stopped some high profile dis-
solutions being announced, much to the delight of
the right-wing press. In May 2006, two of the first
women to get hitched, Daphne Ligthart and Liz
King, made headlines when it emerged that their
eight-year relationship had ended after just three
months of civil partnership. Ironically, the pair
had got married on 11 February to coincide with
St Valentine’s Day.

Not to be upstaged, one of the first male couples
to marry on 21 December 2005, Darryl Bullock
and Mark Godfrey, made the headlines again when
they started dissolution proceedings as soon as
the year was up. “We were completely commit-
ted but things change in any relationship. We are

lucky that there are no property or kids involved

1

but we have both moved on now in our own way,”
says Darryl.

The formal dissolution proceedings both couples
are now going through start with submitting an ap-
plication known as a ‘Petition’, giving the reasons
why they are applying, to show the civil partner-
ship is definitely over. Anyone applying for a dissolution
must be able to prove to the court that they have rea-
sons [or ‘grounds’) for saying the civil partnership is at
an end, or ‘irretrievably broken down’ as the court jargon
callsit. Itis not enough to be bored or just fed up with the
other person.

The court will accept one or more of the following
grounds as proof:

* that your civil partner's behaviour has been so
bad that you can no longer bare to live with them

* that your civil partner deserted you at least two
years ago

* that you and your civil partner have lived apart
for at least two years and they agree to dissoltion

* that you and your civil partner have lived apartfor
at least five years




Unlike heterosexual marriage, there are no grounds for adultery as a specific reason for
wanting a dissolution — this is because there is no legal definition of lesbian or gay sex.
Instead, if your civil partner has had an affair with somebody (male or female}, you will
have to cite ‘unreasonable behaviour’in the dissolution petition. In all cases, the partner
has to be contactable so that they can receive the legal papers. If they have disappeared
or gone abroad, they will have to be located before a dissolution can go through.

If there are children involved you should also complete a form called a ‘statement of
arrangements’ in which you tell the court what plans you have made for the
children once the dissolution is final. You will then receive a conditional order,
like the decree nisi in a divorce, followed by a final order — the equivalent of a
decree absolute — six weeks later, after the ‘cooling off’ period. “Divorces tend
to take eight to 12 weeks, and dissolutions will probably take the same, or per-
haps slightly longer at the beginning because they are new,” says Alison Burt
of Bindmans Solicitors.

As well as the emotional cost, the proceedings are likely to set you back around
£340, and potentially much more if you need a lot of legal advice to settle dis-
putes about joint assets or arrangements for children. It can help to prepare
a pre-nuptial agreement indicating intention and who owns what going into a
civil partnership, but these are not binding on the court.

So if you are tempted to pop the question this Valentine’s Day, be sure it is re-
ally what you want to do and you're not getting carried away with the
romance of it all. As gay pressure group Stonewall advises: “It’s legally binding,

(Mhe loves me nat

Engleharts

S @ LEGSIF®R S

Tel: 01273 204411
Friendly legal advice

Specialising in:
* Same-sex estate planning
* Parental responsibility agreements

¢ Pre-registration advice
and agreements

* Wills and Probate

Particular experience in dealing with professional
lesbian couples having a child together

Home visits available
Call Jacqueline D’'Hazzard

M.A. TE.P. Member of LAGLA
01273 204411 ext 244
18 Blatchington Road,
Hove, East Sussex BN3 3YN
email: jacqueline@engleharts.co.uk

so it’s not something to do for a laugh or a quick romantic gesture. You'll have
to live with the consequences.” Which of course, | hope for every couple out
there, are blissful.

www.bindmans.com
www. engleharts .co.uk
www.gay-friendly-wedding-venues.com

HOWELL - JONES

Solicitors

We have expertise in:
» Same sex pre-cohabitation agreements
» Breakdown of Civil Partnerships
« Will drafting to provide for your loved ones

Elizabeth Leah, Simi Kalsi and Nicola Dudley have
years of experience in Family and Probate Law and
are available and act on these matters for you.

Contact them on 01932 234500 or email
walton@hjplaw.co.uk

68 High Street Walton on Thames Surrey KT12 1DT

www.hjplaw.co.uk
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Please quote g3 magazine when contacting any of the following services. Thank you. For full directory please check www.civilpartnershipguide.com

DIRECTORY

Legal / Financial

Allcover Financial Services: Independent
mortgage, wills, saving and civil partnership
advice. 429 High Road,

Finchley, London N12 OAP.
t:02083494943.

Arona Sarwar & Co: Same sex specialists .
Legalareas include Civil Partnership advice,
cohabitation agreements, company and
commercial, family, and immigration law,
landlord and tenant disputes, taxation, wills.
13c Hoe Street, Walthamstow, London E17
4SD.1:02085205170.

Anthony Gold Solicitors: Experienced

legal advisors for the gay community. New
London Bridge House, 25 London Bridge St,
London SE1 9TW.t:08003893474.
Bindmans & Partners: Advice available

on matters of family, civil partnerships,
finances, separation and divorce,
cohabitation agreements and same-sex
parenting. We also advise in areas of human
rights, immigration, crime, housing and
employment.t: 0207 833 4433.

Beecham Peacock: Newcastle-based
solicitors, supporting the lesbian and gay
community in family affairs. 7 Collingwood
Street, Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE1 1JE.
t:01912323048.

B.J. McKenna & Co: Specialists in wills,
probates, personal injury law and civil
partnerships. 182a Heaton Moor Road,
Heaton Moor, Stockport SK4 4DU.
t:01614325757.

Burton Woods: Property sales, family

and divorce solicitors. 25 Museum Street,
Holborn, London W1A 1JT.1: 020 7636 2448.
Browell Smith & Co: Civil Partnership Advice
from UK and abroad, pre-registration
agreements, parentingissues, dissolutions,
wills and probate. Offices in nationwide.
t:0800 107 3000.

Cooper Sons Hartley & Williams: Legal
advice on matrimonial and family, property,
personalinjury, wills, probate and civil law. 9
Terrace Road, Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 6DU
t:0129877 511.

Danielle Cohen: Immigration law solicitors
specialising in same-sex applications. Unit
4, Stucley Studios, Stucley Place, Camden
Town NW1 8NS.t:020 7267 7163.
Ecology: A unique mortgage lender, they
offer deals to people who want property that
helps the environment. t: 0845 674 5566.
Engleharts: Specialising in same-sex
estate planning, parental responsibility
agreements, pre-registration advice,
agreements wills and probate. 18
Blatchington Road, Hove;East Sussex
BN33YN.t:01273 204411 ext 244.
Gherson & Company: Immigration advice on
same sex couples.and civil partnership. 1
Great Cumberland Place, London W1H 7AL.
1:020 7724 4488.

Irene Cherery Maher: Provides advice on
registering a civil partnership, the legal and
tax implications, relationship breakdown,
wills. 1:01200422264.

Josiah-Lake: Gay solicitors dealing with civil
partnerships/gay marriage. Soho.

1: 020 7439 2900.

Kaltons: Civil Partnership agreements, wills,
living wills, conveyancing, business law. 9
White Lion Street, Angel, London N1 9PD. t:
02072781817.

Lynch & Co: Civil partnership rights, same-
sex parenting issues, donorinsemination
agreements and advice, divorce and
separation and more.

3 Catherine Place, London SW1E 6DX.
1:020 7808 5566.

Osbornes: Separation, cohabitation
disputes, financial settlements, pre-
registration agreements and adoption.
Livery House, 9 Pratt Street, Kings Cross,
London NW1 OAE.t:020 74858811.
Newsome Vaughan: Specialising in
inheritance tax planning, wills, co-
ownership of property, powers of attorney,
trusts, impact of civil partnership on wills
and tax planning. t: 02476 633433.

Wards Solicitors: Wills, tax planning, pre-
partnership agreements. t: 0117 929 2811.
www.wards.uk.com.

UK Lesbian & Gay Immigration Group:
Immigration advice for lesbian and gay
people. Advice on UK Lesbian & Gay
Immigration Group tenantdisputes,
taxation and wills. t: 020 8520 5170.

Planners/Organisers

Pink Weddings: Planning services
www.pinkwedding.uk.com
www.pinkweddings.biz.
Pinkweddingdays.co.uk: Wedding Planning
services for gay and leshian couples
dealingin floristry, cakes, honeymoons,
entertainment and gifts. t: 0870 116
2960.
Yourperfectday.uk.com: Wedding
Planner specialising in Civil
Partnerships.
e:spenro2000@yahoo.co.uk.
t:0790054 3200.

Entertainment

A40 Fireworks: Low noise and fantastic
fireworks. www.A4Qfireworks.com.
t:01844281358/07989 580425.

Blow the Fuse: Great live music provided
by talented and experienced women
musicians, from background jazz duos to
full dance band with DJ.
www.blowthefuse.com.
e:info@blowthefuse.com.

t:020 7254 8935.

Classic Fireworks: Low noise, snow, red
heart fire. www.classicfireworks.co.uk.
t:01254887144/07739043503.
Decent Chaps: Highly experienced
professional musicians offering ‘a personal
service tailored to suit’.
t:01636893229/07766 634963.

Eye Candy: Visual performances for
something different. www.eye candy.net.
t:020 7476 7841/07778 101711.

" e, .

Perfect TablePlan

Girls Night In: Ideal pre-CP hen parties.
Facials, massage, waxing, aromatherapy
etc. Alltreatments can be done at home.
20% off when quoting g3.1t: 07786 066597.

Dress

Henry Kaye: Satin Wedding boots, bespoke
service.www.henry kaye.co.uk.
t:08453455464.

Love: Bespoke and unique bridal wear.
www.lovecouture.co.uk.t: 01603 612216.
House of Weddings: Bridal, table
decorations, balloons, stationary, confetti,
cake tops.

www.houseofweddings.co.uk.
t:02392499600.

Doing a table plan for your civil partnership reception sounds simple enough,
just put together people who get on and keep apart those that don’t. But in
practice the table plan is one of the most time-consuming and stressful parts
of planning the event. The traditional approach using scraps of paper can take
hours and is highly error-prone. But there is a better way.

PerfectTablePlan, is a software package designed to solve all your table plan-
ning headaches. It handles the whole process, from managing your guest list
and RSVPs, through to assigning seats and printing charts and place cards. Itis
even clever enough to assign guests to seats automatically based on who you
tell it should'sit together or apart. Plus, the software is easy to use and it only
takes 5-10 minutes to download and install, read the quick start guide and get

started on your table plan.

PerfectTablePlanis available for £19.95 from www.weddingtableplan.com.

The publishers of PerfectTablePlan will give away free copies to the first 5
people to email sales@perfecttableplan.com with the subject

“g3 magazine competition”.
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Venues

Bush Hall: 25-acres of landscaped gardens
in Hertfordshire. www.bush-hall.com. t:
01707 271251. enquiries@bush-hall.com.
Chandos House: Period house off Oxford
Street. www.chandoshouse.co.uk.

t:020 7290 3860.

The Royal Hotel is Cardiff’s
trendy new hotel with cool
contemporary style. Niche
Hotels have restored this
beautiful period with their
trademark contemporary
influences. A 64-bedroom
hotel, some with spectacu-
lar views over Cardiff city
or the Millennium Stadium.

let them

For more information

www.iceimmediate.com | T: 0800 169 3991

Epsom Downs Racecourse: Great open

space, 10 to 360 guests. www.epsomdowns.

co.uk.t:01372726311.
Fennes: Homely Georgian country house
licensed for civil ceremonies and after

parties. Excellent food available. Bocking,
Essex.t:01376 324 555.

Folio Hotels: Venues for CP throughout
the country, including Richmond, Windsor,
Cheltenham etc. www.foliohotels.com.

I by the

rel

The Royal Hotel, Cardiff.

tel: 02920 550750, email: events@theroyalhotelcardiff.com

Hond Carved
ICE SCULPTURES

Gay-friendly-wedding-venues.com:
e:info@gay-friendly-wedding-venues.com.
1:020 8806 9893.

The Granville: Gay-owned seaside hotel
available for civil partnership ceremonies.
124 Kings Road, Brighton BN1 2FA.
t:01273 326 302.
Hammersmith & Fulham: Elegant rooms,
friendly staff, tailored ceremonies to suit
you.t:020 8753 2140.

Islington and London City Register Office:
13 venues available for civil ceremonies.
Islington Town Hall, Upper Street, Islington,
London N12UD.t: 020 7527 6350/634°7.
Kings Hall: Kent Edwardian building with
seafrontviews.t: 01227 374 188.
www.thekingshall.com.

London Beach Country Hotel: Ashford

Rd, Tenterden, Kent. The impressive long
room has its own private bar that can hold
upto 120 guestsand 250 foran evening
reception. Sam Docker t: 01580 766279.
Philpot’s Manor: Family-run, Grade I
listed Manor House in Kent. Ideal venue for
intimate ceremonies, 40 guests max.

Only 40-mins from London.

Helen Garvey t: 01732 833 047.

Renaissance Gatwick Hotel: CP ceremonies.

www.renaissancehotels.com/LGWBR.
t:01293820169.

Renaissance Heathrow Hotel: CP
ceremonies. www.renaissancehotels.com/
LGWBR.t:020 8897 6363.

Springs Hotel: Oxfordshire large estate.
www.thespringhotel.com.

t:01491 836687.

Stansted Manor Hotel:

Setin 8 acres near Stansted Airport.
www.stanstedmanor-hotel.co.uk.
t:01279859800.

Torna-Coille Hotel, Banchory: Victorian
elegancein Deeside.
www.tornacoille.com.t: 01330 822242.
Windmill Hill Place: Award-winning Grade

Il listed Georgian building available for civil
ceremonies/weddings with golf and tennis
facilities. Windmill Hill, East Sussex.
e:info@windmillhill.co.uk.t: 08700 339 997.

Honeymoon

Finliz: Honeymoon by the sea. Worthing,
West Sussex. www.finliz.co.uk.

1:01903 231229.

Heaven Sent Travel: Honeymoons
exclusively for same-sex couples.
www.heavensenttravel.co.uk.
t:01619429924.

Madisontravel.co.uk: Independent travel
company specialising in gay-friendly
holidays. e: jo@madisontravel.co.uk.
1:02076906878.

Perfect Gay Honeymoons: Overseas CP,
Honeymoons, Hen weekends, pamper
breaks.
www.perfectgayhoneymoons.co.uk/g3mag.
t:08708030105.

Starr’s Hotel: Brighton hotel with bottle of
comp champagne for newly-hitched.
1:01273607456.

Call 0870 067 2545
www.weddingfm.co.uk
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Mobile Bar
Services

Weddings/civil

partnerships our

speciality.
Fully stocked, staffed,
licenced and insured.

Please contact us for a no
obligation quotation.

Uh

BAR

SERVICES

LU0

Tying the knot?

@

For wedding venues and suppliers
visit
www.gay-friendly-wedding-venues.com

The Charlecote
Pheasent Hotel

Stratford-upon-avon

olio

HOTELS

"
SITUATED OPPQSITE CHARLECOTE MANOR AND

PARK, WHERE SHAKESPEARE IS SAID TO HAVE
POACHED DEER, THIS CHARMING HOTEL OFFERS
YOU THE CHANCE TO UNWIND'IN A PEACEFUL
SETTING. FOR HEL#XATIGHTHE HOTEL LEISURE
FACILITIES INCLUDE A TENNIS COURTAND. «"
OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOL (AVAILABLE DURING
SUMMER MONTHS). THE HOTEL IS IDEAL FOR
MEETINGS, DRIVING EVENTS, FAMILY FUN DAYS
AND TEAM BUILDING COURSES.

PRICES FROM £45 BED AND BREAKFAST
PER PERSON PER NIGHT

T: 0870 90 30 007

W: www.foliohotels.com
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Photography /Video

Diana Porter: Contemporary rings for your
special day. www.dianaporter.co.uk. Brochure/
enquiries, t: 0117 9090225.

DigiStyle: Personalised wedding book to
commemorate your day.

www.digistyle.biz.

1:01276 21284.

Exclusively Eve: Pleasure accessories for
women. Sex toys, jewellery, cards, clothing
and lingerie.

www.exclusivelyeve.co.uk.

Mandalay: Designers of wedding stationery at
Harrods and Liberty.

t:02086916100.
www.mandalaybride.co.uk.

Dupli-photo: Discreet photos by post. 14
Poland Street, London W1F 80D.
e:info@dupliphoto.co.uk.

t:020 7437 4569.

Jon Prangnell: Contemporary photography.
www.link.uk.net.t: 07971 953587.

Kelvin Brown Photography: A gay owned
photography company.

410 Hestia House, City Walk, London, SE1 3ES
www.kelvinbrown.co.uk. t: 07771 946 640.
Venus Aphrodite: Stylish contemporary
photography service for civil partnerships and
weddings. e: venus-aphrodite@ntlworld.com.

KELVIN BROWN PHOTOGRAPHY ESEER-EIVEOW; L]

company specialising in natural, contemporary,
reportage-style photography for civil partnerships:
The company was launched ahead of the introduction
of civil partnerships to cater for the specific needs of
the gay community. The strength of Kelvin's photogra-
phy is his ability to capture the moment as it happens,
bending creative and contemporary images with
reportage photography. This gives you a unique set

of images that tells the story of your day in a natural
and spontaneous way, an approach that leaves you to
& b= enjoy your civil partnership without having to spend

e WM hOUIS posing in front of the camera.

410 Hestia House, City Walk, London, SE1 3ES. 07771 946 640. www.kelvinbrown.co.uk

* ¥ x,
Perfect\TablePlan

plan your civil partnership
reception the easy way

¥ Save hours assigning guests to seats
Print plans, charts and place cards
Handle last minute changes
Only £19.95, for Windows or Mac

Download a free trial now

www.WeddingTablePlan.com

Gifts / Accessories

Pink Pendulum: Specific gay greeting cards
including wedding and engagement cards.
www.pinkpendulum.com.t: 020 8202 1369.
Pink Products: Over 1200 products online.
Everything you need to make your wedding
extra special. www.pinkproducts.co.uk.
t:08700201712.

Precious Moments: Provides personalised
wedding stationary, invites etc.

Contact Gary for free brochures on

01516251022, or email: gary@apws.co.uk.
Purely Diamonds: Diamond rings.
www.purelydiamonds.co.uk.

t:0800 032 3422.

Rainbow Gay: Wedding products.
www.rainbowgay.co.uk.

Silver Moon: Large selection of lesbian books
and films. Mail order available.

113-119 Charing Cross Road,

London WC2H OEB.t: 020 7440 1562.
Solstuf: Fragrant petals, natural confettiand
décor. www.solstuf.co.uk.

t:08454349599.

Stephen Einhorn: Quality bespoke rings for
engagements and wedding.

Upper St, Islington, London.
1:02073594977.
www.stepheneinhorn.co.uk.

Totally Crackers: Handmade wedding
crackers. www.totallycrackers.co.uk. sales@
totallycrackers.co.uk.

Wedding Gift Bag: Wedding bags, gifts and
more. www.theweddinggiftbag.co.uk.
t:01737832869.

The Women'’s Stand/Olive & Oscar: Shrewsbury
shop sells women’s postcards, greeting cards &
gifts. Buysecurely online at www.womenstand.
com.t: 01743 236600. email: enquiries@
womenstand.com for a free catalogue.

Miscellaneous Services

AtoZ: Couple counsellor, Zing Jean
t:07939314008.

NCH Adoption Agency: Adoption information for
same-sex partners/families. 148 Crawley Road,
Horsham, West Sussex. t: 01403 225 916.

Pink Line Chauffeuring:

Civil Partnerships and receptions

services as well as other events.
e:Info@pinkchauffeuring.co.uk.

1:01296 747 338.

-
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* [rea personalised demo CD
* friendly help and advice

* informative website with sound clips
+ all magor credit cards accepted

* deposits hedd safedy in Clients Account

* full pre-event co-ordination service

Call us on

functionjunction

freephahaﬂﬂﬂn 034 3232

* LIVE BANDS

« CLASSICAL
PERFORMERS

«TOP DJs

We woukd B o thank Fonction ]‘unrr.'nn oo

their [riendly efficent and obove ol professional
VKR, Eﬂ.'F]Ir{ wis 50 sraight forward = ketien
wree g when they were promied phone ool
wrie reurned when Soted - everything e o
wis sirfspedad [0 be . thank yoo!™

DUNCAN SMITH Loadan

emalk info@ functonjunction.co.uk
visit: www.functionjunction.co.ul

cards cards cards

shop online @ www.cardome.co.uk



Please quote g3 magazine when contacting any of the following services. Thank you. For full directory please check www.civilpartnershipguide.com

Whether you're planning a Batchelorette party, or just a wonderful pre-wedding night
to remember, www.sparklingstrawberry.com can help.

Instant Forever

Our company can provide a huge range of fancy dress themes to choose from, whether
you fancy a classic Bunny Girls or Cowgirls and Indians, Chinese style costumes or
even the more unusual Movies and Superheroes theme we have a selection of styles

to fit different sizes. If you prefer a night’s clubbing, we also have new stunning styles
from top US designers, guaranteed to turn heads. And for something a little more
unusual, why not hire a pole and dancing instructor for some sexy fun!

Also available from www.sparklingstrawberry.com is a beautiful range of bridal lingerie,
gowns and sleepwear, including stockings, garters and playful thongs.

Polaroid Photo Guest Books

Sparkling Strawberry brings you the best in . 2 =
YL '!{‘A’;..Il( sexy costumes, clubwear, fantasy wear, lingerie, Un tq LS, PE’T s0na |]5Edr FLIT'i.
' AV l...u I‘ I} Y playwear and accessories. Whatever your fantasy,

from sweet to saucy, sultry to salacious, we can 0845 094 1 3 1 1
help you fulfil it. .
www.instantforever.com

-
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planning headaches,

3 and place cards. It | \ e 0 asmgn guests to seats
ho you tell it should si U :Plus, the software is easg
B minutes to download and install, read the quick start guide and g

Best westem Speciaiish in Wik, enduning power of affomey, Bving wila & inhertance bax rusts

Stansted Manor Hotel

Set in 8 acres of woodland the Best Western Slansted
Manor Hotel is a peaceful rural retreat, located just a

mile from junction 8 of the M11 & 3 miles
from Stansted airport.

Licensed for Civil Partnerships, receptions and evening
‘entertainment for up to 180 people can take place in our marques.
As well as a straightforward menu, drinks & marquee hire package,
we offer a fully comprehensive package to include, among other

aspects, marquee hire, pre-weadding menu tasting, canapes on
arrival, three or four course menu with wine, printed menu cards,
flowers for the marquee, table favours, wedding cake & disco.

Who will inherit your possessionse

Your gay partner may not outomatically
inherit anything if you don't have a will,

Al paywiiui, we wpeciobs in eining vou goain peace of mind

Call our Events office for Wit R T aned no Fidden cosh, Mete o no wepehesd
further details

Best Western Stansted Manor Hotel

Birchanger Lane, Birchanger )
Essex CM23 53T contact us now at;

Tel: 01279 859 800

E-mail EWEFa mzm“:‘?‘ﬁ : ; infO@gOVWi"SUk.CO-Uk

Wb www




We look at what it takes to plan the perfect
wedding with Gino Meriano from Pink Weddings.

What would you advice when planning a
wedding? Give atleast a year, the first thing you
have to dois secure your venue and make sure
you get the registry office booked.

Are people booking the same venue for the
registration and party? Most people are booking
both under the same roof; popular venues
include country manor houses, hotels and town
houses.

What’s the biggest civil partnership you’ve
planned? The huge one we've gotis a £45,000
wedding, with a stately home and full-on fun fair,
drag queens are serving and a stage with live
acts playing. There’s a lot of planning, this one is
not happening until 2009!

Average wedding cost? Usually, foraround 40 to
60 people, the expenditure is between £5,000
and £7,000.

Should we copy traditional heterosexual
weddings? I'd stay away from traditional, but
most are going for simple, modern and stylish
weddings. We’re creating our own market.
Although we aren’t changing the structure, in

INK@®
ENDULUM

that we're giving each otherrings etc., people are
going with something unusual, possibly opting
for awedding cake and then there’s the wow fac-
tor, and finding something unique. Our market’s
alotmore stylish. | would happily arrange a gay
wedding rather than a straight wedding, you
often don’t get the brides mother interrupting,
you’re just dealing with the couple.

What part would Pink Weddings play in the
planning? Usually we’d have a consultation,
then we’'ll organise most of it. Nothing will get
confirmed until the couple says yes and give the
go ahead, we allow them the option to get on with
their lives. But by the same token, if someone
phones in and says they want a photographer,
we'll do that too!

After planning hundreds of weddings, how was
your civil partnership? | had enough of my
wedding planners around to help me, but | got
more stresses and | wanted to make the final
arrangements as I'm a bit of a control freak, but it
was good fun.

For more information check: www.pinkweddings.biz,
phone: 0700 596 4293, email: gino@pinkweddings.biz.
g3 magazine is an official sponsor of the Gay Wedding
Show hosted by Pink Weddings, please check www.
gayweddingshow.co.uk.
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It is sadly true that not every relationship will
be a loving and lasting one. And when it ends,
to add to the emotional turmoil, there are
possible financial consequences.

Bircham Dyson Bell is a law firm experienced
in offering advice to those planning a civil
partnership. We offer a range of services
including:

® Pre-civil partnership agreements For more information contact either

Breakdown of relationships Sian Jones: sianjones@bdb-law.co.uk or
Asset management John Darnton: johndarnton@bdb-law.co.uk

Wl Diobaia : 50 Broadway, Londen SW1H 0BL
Property and employment advice
Tel: 020 72277000 ——

y

www.bdb-law.co.uk 7 4




